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THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
‘WEST (Hon. A. A. M. Coverley—Kim-
berley—in reply) [11.22]: The only note I
have on this matter is to the effect that prac-
tically all the atiention it is possible for the
Comptroller General and his understudies to
give to the problem is heing given. A sys-
tem of classifying criminals is still being
maintained, and every care is taken to safe-
guard the youthful and first offenders from
the habitual prisoner class. The efforts to
reclaim prisoners are not confined to first
offenders, but in every case where any de-
sire is shown by the prisoner to improve
himself, encouragement is extended. Many
prisoners endeavour to beecome efficient
workmen in the available activities. When
prisoners are released assistanee is afforded
them to rchabilitate themselves. The in-
ereased scale of gratuities confinues to show
improved results, and the prisoners tfake
more interest in their tasks and avail
themselves of opportunities to become pro-
ficient in tailoring, carpeniry, bootmaking
and printing. 1 assure the hon. member 1
will draw the Chief Secretary’s attention to
the remarks he has made.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Registry and Friendly Societies,
£14,0480; Prisons, #¥30,090; Observatory,
£1,450—agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and read a first
time.

House adjourned at 11.26 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, TAILING
TREATMENT.

Payment of Premiym,

Hon., H. SEDDON asked the Chief Seerc-
tary: In view of the amended regulations
recently pazetted referring to the charge for
treatment of tailings at Government Bat-
leries, foes the Government intend to pay
to prospectors the gold premium on the
1 dwi. 18 graing deducted as a treatment
charge?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT STORES
DEPARTMENT.

Tenders for Water Healers.

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT asked the Chief
SQecretary; 1, Is he aware that quotations
hiave been invited by the Government Stores
Department for the supply to the State
CGovernment  of three Junkers, or equal,
single point gas nutomatic water heaters?
2, In view of the fact that the Junkers
water heater is 2 Gorman product, will the
Government consider the advisability of
direeting that preference be extended to
tenders for the supply of heaters of local,
Australian, or British manufacture?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, Quotations were invited for thres
Junkers or equal single point gas automatic
water heaters. The word “Junkers” ap-
peared only as a guide to tenderers as to
the type of heater required. The quotation
of Metters, Ltd., has heen accepted for the
Catter sink heater, which is manufactured
in Sydney.

BILL—-LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments,

BRESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS.
To Revoke Dedication.

Message from the Assembly requesting
coneurrence in the following resolution now
considered :—

That the propesal for the partial revoea-
tion of State Forests Nos. 4, 14, 22, 23, 24, 20,
37, 38 and 51, laid on the Table of the Legis-
lative Assembly by command of His Excel-
leney the Licutenant-Governor on the twenty-
third day of November, 1939, be carried out.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [5.37]: 1 move—
That the resolution he agreed to.

This is the nsual resolution introduced an-
nually for the purpose of revoking portions
of forest areas. TIn continuation of the
policy of excising from those aveas agricul-
tural land for which applieation has heen
received direct or through the Lands De-
partment, we propose to cxcise a fotal ares
of 1,350 acres. The details are as fal.
lows:—

No. 1.—Two miles east of Collie-Burn.
About 150 acres of low wet land earrying
very little timber, to he made available sub-
jeet to the approval of the Mines Depart-
ment, Applied for by a settler resident in
the loeality.

No. 2—Two miles west of Collie-Cardiff.
About 110 acrcs of poor jarrah country of no
value for reforestation purposes, te he
made available subject to the approval of the
Mines Department. Applied for by the ad-
joining landholder,

No. 3—Four miles south-east of North
Dandalup.. About 10 acres of swamp land
applied for by the adjoining scttler, who re-
quires cxtra summer pasture,

No. 4—Two miles south of Holyoake.
About 15 aeres of land carrying very little
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timber and not required for forestry pur-
poses, Applied for by the adjoining settler.

No. 3.-—Four miles south-east of Keyes-
brook, About 7 acres of low land at the head
of a creek and earrying practically no tim-
ber. Required by the adjoining settler in ex-
change for an arca of jarrah country of value
to the department to provide access to State
Forest, .

No. 6.—Three and a half miles north of
Jarrahdale. About 1 acre of land of no use
for forestry purposes and required by the ad-
joining landholder,

No. 7,—Two miles north-cast of Jarrahdale.
About 1 aerc of ti-tree swamp required by the
adjoining scttler for the purpose of water
supply.

No. 8.—Two iniles north-east of Jarrahdale.
About 7 acres of semi-swamp country required
py the adjoining landholder for market garden-
ing purposcs.

No. 9.—Two and a half miles south-east of
Jarraldale. About 134 acres of swampy land
applied for by the adjoining landholder,

No, 10.—Two miles south-east of Jarrahdale.
About 20 acres of swampy land applied for for
market garden purposes,

No. 11.—Two miles north of Marrinup. About
234 acres of high land carrying no timber. Re-
quired by the adjoining settler as a site for lis
house and buildings.

No. 12.—~Five miles north of Muja. About
37 acres of open flat carrying very little timber.

-Applied for by the adjoining landholder.

Ne. 13.—One mile west of Wilga. About 420
acres of poor quality forest cut out and ne
longer required for forest purposes.

No, 14--Seven miles north-east of Hester.
About 200 aeres of land from which ali market-
able timber has been removed. Applied for by
the son of an adjoining landholder.

No, 15.—Eighteen miles east of Wilgarup,
About 112 aecres of poor jarrah country not
required as State Forest. Applied for by the
applicant for an adjoining vacant location.

No. 16— Eighteen miles cast of Manjimup.
About 33 aeres of low loadage forest country
required by the adjoining settler to strengthen
his holding and enable him to improve his
water supply.

No. 17.—Eight miles cast of Manjimup.
About 40 aeres, being mainly blackboy flat,
required by an adjoining settler to link two
holdings which he now has under pasture.

No. 18.—Four miles east of Manjimup.
About 23 acres of steep country of no value for
forestry purposes and carrying only an odd
jarrah tree scattered among poor fire-damaged
blackbutt. Applied for by the adjoining settler.

No. 19.—South-east of Congelin, Ahout 140
acres to be made available to an adjoining
[andholder in exchange for mallet couniry to
be included in State Forest.

Section 21 of the Forests Aet 1918-31 pro-
vides that a dedication of Crown lands as
a State forest may only be revoked in whole
or part in the manner in which we are deal-
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ing with these areas. In accordance with
the provisions of that section, I am laying
the proposals for the revocations on the
Tabie of the House.

Question put amt passed,

BILL—POLICE BENEFIT FUND
ABOLITION,

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—Woest [445]) in moving the
sccond reading said: This Bill bas been
brought forward for the purpose of wind-
ing up the Police Benecfit Fund. As indi-
cated in the long title, the fund was origin-
ally established in 1866 under Ordinance 30
Vietoriae 10, which provided that moneys
coilected from the police foree by means of
fines and subseriptions should be used to
form a fond ont of which gratuities, re-
wards, retiring allowances or superannua-
tion might be paid to police officers. More
recently the regulations governing the fund
provided that police officers were to contri-
bute 3 per cent of their salaries, while the
Government contributed an amount equal to
the sum of those contributions. The gratui-
lies paid lo officers on retirement varied
from a fortnight’s to four weeks’' salary for
each year of service. Last year, however,
Porliament passed the Superannuation and
Family Benefits Aet under which police
officers, in eommon with other members of
the Public Service, are cligible to become
confributors for pensions from the Superan-
nuation Fund. Section 32 (2) of the Aet
provides that where a contributor to the
Police Benefit Fund elects to contribute to
the Buperannuation Fund, his liability for
contributions in respect of the Police Bene-
fit Fund shall cease. It is further pro-
vided that such an offieer shall be entitled
to have placed to his credit with the Super-
anhuation Fund such amouni as shall be
certified by the Government Actuary to be
equivalent to the share he would receive if
the Police Benefit Fund were dissolved on
the date he became a contributor to the
Superannuation Fund.

Unfortonately the condition of the Police
Benefit Fand is such that if the money were
divided amongst the existing mcmbers, they
would receive only about one-half of the
contributions they have actuwally paid intn
the fund. At the end of last financial year,
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the balance in the fund amounted tu
£33,038 3s; yet the contributions paid by
existing members of the police foree totalled
£58,663. If all members of the force had
been retired on the 30th June last, the lia-
bility for gratnities would bave amounted
to £151,000. Members will realise that the
fund has been conducted on a basis having
no actuarial connection between the con-
tribution and the benefits.

On various oceasions in the past, the Gov-
ernment Actuary has emphasised this point,
and reported that there was a grave danger
of the fund hecoming insolvent. Needless
to say, steps were taken to place the fuud
on a more satisfactory basis, but sufficient
time had not elapsed for these reforms to
become effective at the time of the enaet-
ment of the Superannuation and Family
Benefits Aet. Obviously it wounld be most
inequitable to continue the operations of the
Police Benefit Fund, and the payment of
full gratuities to members remaimng in that
fund, and yet, at the same iime, to applv
in their entirety the provisions of Seetion
32 (2) of the Superannuation and Family
Benefits Aect to those officers electing to bhe-
come contributors under that legislation.
The Government therefore eaused an investi-
zation to he made into the position by vari-
ous departmental officers, as a result of
which it is agreed to the following meodifica-
tion of henefits . —

{1) That the Police Bencfit Fund bhe
closed as from the end of the last
finaneial year.

(2} That the gratuities payable 1o
officers who retire after the closing
of the fund be limited in the case
of officers under 55 years of age to
a return of contributions.

(3} That gratuities payvable to members
of 55 years of age and over be
limited to a return of the coniribn-
tions paid by them, plus one-tenth
of the difference between the aggre-
gate amount of their contributions,
and the gratuities to which fhey
would be entitled if they had retired
on 30th June last, increasing by
one-tenth of this differenee for every
vear by which the age of the officer
exceeds 35 years to the maximum
of the gratuity which would have
been payable under the existing
regulations,
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BEven these reduced gratuities will amount
to £87,345.

As the balance of the fund at the end of
the last financial year was £33,938, and
there were certain liabilities therewith
amounting to £1,994, the Government will
have to find a sum of £55,401 to pay the
modified hencfits. Of ihe sum of £87,345 I
have mentioned as representing the amount
of the reduced liability, £52,550 will be a
debt owing to the Superannuation Board.
The difference-—namely £4,465—represents
reduced gratuities payable to 19 members
of the Police Benefit Fund who have not
elected to contribute to the Superannuation
Fund. When fthis latter amount is paid
from the balance standing to the ecredit of
the fund, the sum of £27,479 will be avail-
able for transfer to the Superannuation
Board. The Government proposes to dis-
charge the remaining liability in respeet uf
officers who arc now members of the Super-
annnation Fnnd at the rate of £5,600 pav
annum. This latter figure represents the
amount of the subsidy the Government wonid
have been called npon to contribute {o the
Police Benefit Fund this year if the fund
were continued. By making payments at
this rate, the Government will discharge its
reduccd liabality of £55,401 in approximaiely
13 years, after ullowing the Superannnation
Boarl interest at 4 per cent. pes annum on
the unpaid balance of the amount due. The
Bi!l certains the necessary provicions to
giva effeet to the faregoing preposals.

We are providing that the Police Benefit
Fund shall be closed as from the 29th June,
1939, and that all acermed and accruing
rights of members otherwise than are pro-
vided for in this measure, shall cease from
that date. Provision is made for the ascer-
tainment and valuation of the shares of
members in accordance with the formula I
have mentioned. The Bill alse aunthorises
the Treasurer to discharge the Government's
liability to the Superannuation Board by
way of annual instalments, and provides
that any balance owing shall be recognised
as a lawful investment by the Board., Other
proposals are of a machinery nature. Thus
provision is made for the transfer of the
balance in the Police Benefit Fund into a
special “Police Benefit Fund Distribution
Trost Account” to be administered by the
Treasnrer. The moneys in this aceount will
be applied in meeting payments to the Sup-
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crannuation Board and in paying gratuities
due to those members who did not elect to
join the Superannuation Fund. Authority is
given for the appropriation from Consoli-
dated Revenue of any moneys mnecessary to
make up deficiencics, and the Bill also con-
taing the usunal provisions as to the audit of
arcounts by the Auditor General.

That is an outline of the Bill as it
reached this Chamber. It is my intention,
however, when the Bill reaches the Commit-
tee stage to move an amendment to Clause 3,
adding to the definition of “memher of the
police force” the following words:—

The term also includes any person who
having prior to the c¢losing day been em-
ploved in or as a member of the poliee force
and during sueh employinent contributed to
the Police Benefit Fund had prior to the clos-
ing day been transferred to another depart-
ment in the serviee of the State and nas not
received any benefit from the Police Lenefit
Fund under the erdinance and the regulitions
made thereunder.

The amendment is rendered necessary by the
fact that quite recently a change has been
made in regard to the Traffic Branch. Three
officers of that hranch, who originally were
members of the police foree, have been trans-
ferred to the Public Service and are now
under the Publie Service Commissioner. In
view of the faet that they have been con-
tributing to this fund and that the par-
ticular date on which the transfer took place
would prejudice those three ex-members of
the police force to the extent that they
would not be in the same position as the
other members of the force will be if this
Bill is enacted, the amendment will he
moved. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. J, CORNELL (South) [457]: I
understand (hat the measure has the full en-
dorsement of moembers of the police foree.
They heing the persans concerned, we need
not concern ourselves with it.  However,
the Chief Sceretary has explained that he
will move an amendment making three ex-
constables members of the police force.

The Chiet Seeretary: For the purposes of
the Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I understand the
position to ba veally that under the ordin-
anece they are entitled to full superannua-
tion, but that they do not want that. What
they want is that they should be in the same
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position as other members of the force.
Under the Bill their position would be pre-
carious, as they would then have fo make
application for the full compensation under
the ordinance in accordance with the date
of their resignation.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chiet
Secrvetary in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Interpretation:
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That the following be ndded to the defini-
tion of ‘“member of the police force' :—
““The term also includes any person who,
having prior to the closing day, been em-
ployed in or us a member of the police force,
and during such employment contributed to
the Police Benefit TFund, had prior to the
closing day been transferred to another de-
partment in the serviee of the State and bus
not reccived any henefit from the Police
Benefit Fund uwnder the Ordinance and the
regulations made thereunder.’’

I have already explained the reason for the
amendment, und the position is as has been

stated also by Mr. Cornell.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed tfo.

Clauses 4 to 20—agreed to,
Schedute, Titie—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

T'hird Reading.

Bili read a third time, and returned to
the Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—WAR FUNDS REGULATION.
Assembly’s Amendments.

Schedule of three awmendments made by
the Assembly now considered.
No. 1.
Clause 2:—Insert affer the definition
“Chief Seeretary” a definition as follows.—
“The Council” means the War Funds

Council of Western Australia con-
stituted by this Aect.
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Consequentially  the amend -
ments were made:—

Clause 3:—Line 13, page 3, dclete “Chief
Sceretary” and insert “council”; line 13,
page 3, delete “Chicf Secretary to Lis” and
inseri “council to its”; line 36, page 3, delete
“Chief Secretary” and insert “eouncil.”

Clause +:—Page 4, ling 5, delete “Chief
Secretary” and insert “council”; line 7,
delete “he” and insert “it”; lines 15, 24,
and 30, delete “Chief Sccretary™ and insert
“eouncil.”

Clause 5:—Page 4, line 41, delete *Chief
Sceretary” and insert “council”; page 5,
lines 1, 11, 12, and 16, delete Chief Seeve-
tary” and insert “council”; line 19, deletr
“he” and insert “i.”

Clanse 6:—Page 5, lines 24, 25, 26, and
38, dclete “Chief  Secretary” and insert
“council”; page 6, lines 9 and 10, dclete
“Chief Seerctary” and insert “ecouncil”

Clause 7:—Page 6, lines 15, 16, 17, and
35, delete “Chief Secretary” and insert
“eouncil.” )

Clause 10 :—-Page 7, line 34, delete “Chief
Secretary™ and insert “council”; page §, line
5, delete “Chief Seerctary” and insert
“eouneil.” : ‘

Clause 11:—Page 8, line 20, delete “Chief.
Secretary” and insert “couneil.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Wheu this
Bill was before another place, members
there thought it advisable to c¢reate a
eouncil to carry out the duties which the
Bill, when it left here, provided should
he carried out by the Chief Secretary.
I have no objection to the amendment that
has been made. Practically all the amend-
ments that appear on the notice paper are
the result of the decision of another place
to create this council. .

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Will the conneil act
in an honorary eapacity?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 presume
s0: no provision i1s made for any payment.
I move—

That the mmendment be agreed to.

following

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 11, Subelzuse (1)—Add a
paragraph as follows:—

(e) To regulate the proceedings and pro-
vide for the carrying on of the funetions of
the couneil. :

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to,
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Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Insert a new clause to stand as
Clanse 3, as follows:—

8. (1) There is hereby established for the
purposes of this Act a’council to he known as
““The War Funds Council of Western Aus-
tralia,’’ whieh shall consist of the Chief Secre-
tary as chairman and four other members to he
appointed by the Governor,

(2) The Chicf Scerctary shall be the chair-
man of the ewuncil and the Governor may ap-
point another member to be viee-chairman
thereof.

(3) The council shall be a bedy corporaie
under the nams of ** The War Funds Council of
Western Australia’’ and by that name shall
have perpctual suecession and a common seal
and shall have power to held real and personal
property and to suc and be sued.

(4) Any threc members shall constitute a
quorum of the couneil and whenever the mem-
hers are not unanimous as to any matter, such
matter shall be decided by the majority of votes,
and the doecision so arrived at shall be the deei-
sion of the connedl,

(5) ANl courts, judges and persons acting
judicially shall take judicial notice of the incor-
poration and of the common seal of the council
when affixed to any decd, instrument or writing,
and ghall presume that such seal was properly
affixed thereto; and such deed, instrument or
writing, when senled, whether such deed, instru-
ment or writing is by law required to he sealed
or not, shalt be admissible in evidence for or
against the council on the mere production
thereof without any other or further proof of
the making of sueh deed, instrument or writing.

(6) The Governor may remove any member of
the couneil other than the Chief Secretary and
may on such removal or on any vaeancy from
any cause oceurring in the couneil fill any
vacancy by the appointment of another persen
as a member but the place of any member ap-
pointed on the womination of any hody skall he
filled only on the like nomination,

(7) The council shall have the puwers eon-
ferred on it by this Aet, and may also deal with
such matters relating to the present war as may
be entrusted to it by the Governor.

(8) The Governor may on the termination of
the present war, by notice in the Gazetle, dis-
golve the couneil.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T move—
That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.
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BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS).

Recommitial.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, Bill re-
eommitted for the further consideration of
Clauses 2 and 4, and a new claunse,

In Committee,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Scerefary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-=Definitions:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to the
definition of ‘‘land’’:— ‘save and except lands
comprising a farm, grazing arca, orehard,
dairy farm, and premises ordinarily leased or
let for holiday purposes.’’

Members will recall that in the course of
the previous discussion on the Bill there
wus a desire to safeguard the position of
places that arc the snbject of summer let-
ting, hecause if they are not excluded, the
result will be unfortunate for the owners.
Clearly it is desirable that such premises, as
well as the other properties mentioned in
the amendment, should not be subject to the
provisions of the Act. Such premises are
exeluded from the regulations issued hy the
Federal Government under the National
Security Aect. The words to which I have
referred comprehend the position in Western
Australia.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You have not ineluded
market gardens,

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: I would not ob-

jeet to their inelusion.

The (HATRMAN : Tt members will turn
to page 5 of the Bill they will find an illns-
teation of the faet that lawyers do differ.
Actually, the words Mr. Nicholson now
wishes Lo insert in the Bill were previously
excluded by an amendment moved by Mr.
Parker.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Govern-
ment eould have accepted the Federal
legisintion on this matter had we desired
to limii the law to dwelling houses, as is
the case with the Federal Aet. In this Bill
we have included other premises besides
dwelling houses, ag we felt it was neeessary
to do so. We also realised there might
be difficulty with regard to holiday re-
sorts, seeing that the 31st August last had
heen fixed as the date that would decide the
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standard rent. I had the matter inquired
into and an amendmeni prepared, but un-
fortunately that amendment does not
appear on the notice paper. Possibly that
amendment would cover the objections
raised by Mr. Nicholson. The proposal is
to add to the definition of ‘‘standard rent”’
the following:—*‘In the case of a lease of
any premises ordinarily leased for holiday
purposes the standard rent for any holi-
day scason shall be the rent received for
the said premnises for any like holiday sea-
son during the 12 months preceding the
31st day of August, 1939.” Such an amend-
ment would protect the interests of per-
sons owning properties of this kind that
are let during the holiday season, If the
Bill does not cover anything more than
dwelling houses, we might as well not go on
with it.

Hon. H. Tueckey: Does not the Federal
legislation over-ride that of the State?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That comes
into operation only by proclamation.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Your suggested
amendment would be all right regarding
holiday premises.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Nichol-
son desires to exclude farms ete., that are
let for holiday purposes.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Ne.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: This is where I
have a decent “gronse.”

Hon. J. Nicholson:
could be improved.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Does Mr.
Nicholson desire to exempt land ecompris-
ing a farm, a grazing area, an orchard and
a dairy farm?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Yes.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Whether for
holiday purposes or not?

Hon. J. Nicholson: I desire that they
should not be broughi under the Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I know of
premises of that kind that are let for holi-
day purposes. The hon. member wishes fo
exempt premises ordinarily let for holi-
day purposes? If that is so, the amendment
dors not read in that way.

Hon. J, Nicholson: It depends on how
it is read.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I sunggest
that Mr. Nicholson goes on with his amend-
ment, leaving out the words ‘‘or let for
holiday purposes’’,

The punetuation
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If we adopt the
Chief Sceretary’s suggestion the Commit-
tee will not achieve what was originally
intended.

The CHAIRMAN: Should the Commit-
tee accept Mr. Nicholson’s amendment,
that suggested by the Chief Secretary
could not be moved.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Chief Secre-
tary's amendment would mean that all
places used as holiday resorts would be
brought under the Aet, and applieation
would require to be made to the court
should the standard rent be departed from.
People who desired to spend a short holi-
day in one of these places would probably
be unable to dv so until 50 many days had
elapsed when the case could be heard
before the coonrt. In that way both the
owner of the premises and the holiday-
seeker would suffer.

Hon. G, Fraser: You desire to give them
an open go.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No, I do not. I
want to make it clear that if those
premises arc dealt with in my amendment,
they will not he subject to the application
of the Bill. The position would otherwisc
hecome farcical.

The CHATRMAN: 1 was hopeful that
the Committee would avoid an amendment
on the amendment, but it seems that is im-
possible.

Hon. G. W, MILES: I move—

That the amendment be amended by striking
ont the words ‘“and premises ordinarily lensed
ar let for holiday purposcs.’’

Hon. G. FRASER : T believe the Commit-
tee desires to save people who lave holi-
day premises to let, the inconvenience of
having to apply to the court to fix the rental.
At the same time, they shonld not be per-
mitted to charge what they like.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I do not see why
such premises should he brought within the
scope of the legislation. Mr. Nicholson bas
presented a sound case for their exemption.

Amendment on  amendment put and
passed.

Amendment, as amended, put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment-~

That the following words he added to the
definition of ‘‘Standard renat’’:---‘In the case
of a lease of any premises ordinarily lcased for
haoliday pumposes the standard rent for any
holiday season shall be the rent received for the
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said premises for any like holiduy scason during
the 12 months preceding the thurty-first day of
August, 1939.°F .

The amendment is elastic and will allow
rates that applied last ‘year to be charged
this year, but the owners will not be allowed
to charge more than the earlier rentals.

Amcendment put and passed; the claunse,
as further amended, agreed to.

Clause 4—Restriction on raising rent:

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Parker has five
amendments on the notiee paper.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I may sim-
plify proceedings it T inform the Commit-
tee that 1 have no objection to raise to the
amendments  suggested by Mr. Parker. I
am advised by the Crown Law Department
that, although modifying certain details,
they do not affect the principle. I am in-
timating to the Committee that 1 agree to
the amendments in the hope that some dis-
cnssion may he saved.

Oun motions by Hon. H. 8. W. Parker,
the following amendments were agreed to:—

{1} That in lines 1 to 4 of Subelaunse (1)
the wourds *“rent aceruing or to acerne duo
and payable doring the operation of this Act
under any lease shall not he increased ahove
the standard rent as hercinhefore defined” be
strueck ont, and the words “no rent shall be
charged in excess of the standard rent” in-
serted in lieu.

(2} That in lines 5 to 8 of paragraph (i)
the words “improvement or struetural altera-
tion of the leased premises (not including
expenditure or deeoration or repairs)” be
struck out and the words “structural altera-
tions” inserted in lieu,

(3) That in lines 9 to 10 of paragraph (i)
the word “improvements or’” be struck out.

(4) That paragraph (iii) be struck out
and the following inserted in lien:—“(iii)
Where the rates are payvahle by the lessor the
standard rent shall he inereased by the
amount of any inerease of rates since the 31st
day of August, one thousand nine hundred
and thirty-nine.”

(5) That paragraph (iv) be struck out
and the following inserted in lien:—*(iv)
No inerease of the rent or standard rent shall
take effect in the case of a lease until the
expiry of two weeks after the lessor has
served notice in writing on the lessee.”

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments and the reports adopted,

[COUNCIL.)

BILL—ROQAD CLOSURE.
First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [6.9] in moving the second
reading said: This is the usual Bill providing
for the elosure of certain roads and rights of
way that is broughf down towards the end of
each session. The first proposal relates to
the elosure of two portions of Unicorn-strect,
Wagin. This proposal is complemdntary
to the provisions of Clause 10 of the Re-
serves Bill which I have already explained.
The portions concerned have not been used
as a street for many years, and the Wagin
Couneil now desires to utilise the northern
section hetween Tasman-street and Thornton-
street as an extension of an area used for
tenni= courts, and to inelude the southern
portion in a small ornamental park already
planted with trees. There is no depart-
mental objection, and the owners of the
abutting land agree to the proposal. The
second proposal concerns a short unnamed
strect off the Boulevarde at Mount Haw-
thorn. As the street serves no useful pur-
pose, the Perth City Council desires it to
be elosed. The Bill makes provision aceord-
ingly. Provision is made in Clause 4 for the
closure of that portion of Howick-street,
York, lying between Pool-street and Maeart-
ney-strect, As the Railway Department
proposes fo close the Howick-street crossing
shown on Lithograph No. 3, this partieular
section will be useless as a street. The York
Council has therefore requested its closure.
The Jand on the east side of the proposed
closure belongs fo the Crown; the land on
the west side is owned by the Methodist
Church, which has agreed to the proposal.
There is no departmental objection. The
Geraldton Couneil desires to improve the
recreation grounds lving between Awugustus-
street and Shenton-street. Certain portions
of the reserve, however, are intersected by
Evans-street. Part of the scheme of im-
provement recommended by the Town
Planning Commission eontemplates the elo-
sure of that portion of Evans-street which
lies between the other streets I have men-
tioned. The owners of the land abutting on
this section have agreed to the closure.
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The Kalgoorlie Council desives to rednee
the width of that portion of Woodman-
strect lying beiween Wittenoom-street and
Piccadilly. This section is about two chains
in width, or one chain more than its con-
inuation.  The Council is carrying out a
scheme of drainage improvement in Wit-
tenoom-street, and the proposed closure
would not only facilitate this work, but
would also preovide two additional building
lots. The department has no objection to
the closure. The sixth proposal relates to
the closure of portion of certain ronds in
Wagin, mentioned in Clause 7. At preseul
the aervial landing ground at Wagin is too
small {0 provide elleetive runways, and
therefore the Council, after consultation
with the Town Planning Commission, pro-
poscs to reserve a further area of the com-
mon for future extensions. This propesal
has the support of the Director General ol
Civil Aviation. As this will render useless
the roads within the proposed new boun-
daries of the landing ground, the couneil
desires to secure their closure. The final
proposal telates to the closure of portions
of Pembroke-street in the City of Perth.
This clogure has heen requested by the Perth
City Couneil, which, having aequired the
ahutting lands, desires to improve the lay-
out of the streets in the locality and to re-
subdivide its own lands in order to fit them
in with the adjoining subdivisional seheme
of the Workers' Homes Board. This pro-
posal has been approved by the Town
Planning Board. As the Council is pro-
viding land for rights of way for extensions
to Dunedin-street and London-street, we
propose to vest the portion closed in the
City of Perth. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I wonld like an assur-
ance from the Minister that the authorities
concerned have agreed to cach of these
elosures,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, they
have.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 6.75 to 7.30 p.m.

In Commiltee, egtc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
teport adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

2373

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR-
ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Asgsembly’s Messuge.

Message from the Assembly received and
read, notitying that. it had disagreed to the
amendment m.adu by the .Council.

BILL--NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMBN T.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Redding. -

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [7.37] in moving the second
reading said: 1 have n very iutimute know-
ledge of the need for this amending Bill
The ohject is to give eertain eountry hos-
pitals an epportunity to train nurses, owing
to the faet that in the country there are not
the opportunities that exist for training at
the Perth Hospital, Fremantie Hospital and
Childven’s Hospital. This Bill is designed
te extend, where necessary, the pecviod .of
training in the eountry and ecnable givls
there to hecome trained nurses. The pro-
posal is to amend Suhbsection 3 of Section
5 of the Nurses Registration Act, which
provides—

Every person who has “attaired the age of
twenty-one years and is certified ns having had
nut less than three years training in a hospital
or training establishment, togathor with svstem-
atic instruction in theoretical and practical
nursing from the medieal officer and matron of
such hospital, and who passes the preseribed
examination, shall Le enlile? to registration
cn payment of the prescribed fee.

Thus, under the existing legislation the
Nurses’ Registration Board eannot compel a
nurse to train for a period longer than three
years, While the board doed not desire to
disturb the present position in regard to the
training period of nuorses passing through
the Perth, Fremantle and Children’s Hos-
pitals, it does consider that discretionary
powers are necessary in respect of nurses
receiving their training in the Government
hospitals. These trainees receive their imi-
tial training at Wooeroloo Sanatorium. After
spending 12 or more months at that instito-
tion, they are transferred to one of the
larger country hospitals, where they receive
further training hefore finally proceeding to
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Kalgoorlie to complete their course. Re-
cently the Medical Department reached an
agreement with the hoard whereby additional
country hospitals will be approved as train-
ing centres.

The hoard points out, however, that op-
portunities for intensive training, such as
are afforded in the metropolitan area, are
not always available in couniry hospitals.
For cxample, it is not always possible to
arrange for medical officers to give trainees
the necessary course of lectures. In view of
these difficultics, the board has requested an
amendment of the Aet which will enable it
wherever necessary, to prescribe a course of
training longer than the three-year period
laid down in the existing legislation. The
suggested amendment is embodied in this
BilL

At present we cannot fill the vacancies for
nurses, and the Medical Department pro-
poses the passing of this legislation so that
girls at the larger country hospitals may be-
come trained nurses. To do this a four-
years’ course instead of a three-years’ course
will be preseribed. [ assure the House that
the measure will he weleomed by a large
number of probationary nurses in the coun-
try hospitals.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Will the four-years
term be discretionary in the country?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Af pre-
sent we cannot fll vacancies from the nurses
trained in the metropolitan hospitals.

Hon. A. Thomson: You say the diffieulty
is that nurses in the country cannot get the
neeessary lectures?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
one of the difficulties,

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Whom have the
nurses to satisfy after training?

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
pass an examination and then obtain regis-
tration by the hoard. Many girls cannot
enter the Perth, Fremantle or Children's
Hospitals because there is not room for
them, and thus a lot of promising girls are
denied the opportunity to train.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Who conducts the
examination in the country hospitals?

The HONORARY MINISTIER: The hon.
member onght to be able to answer that. A
shortage of nurses renders the Bill neces-
sary, and doubtless a large number of nurses
in the country will avail themselves of the
opportunity that this Bill will afford.

{COUNCIL.]

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: To which of the
large country hospitals do you refer?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I should
imagine they would include Geraldton, Bun-
bury, Katanning and other hospitals of that
kind. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[7.44]: This amendment is very necessary.
I know of a girl who left a fairly good
position beeause she was desirous of becom-
ing a nuarse. She expected to be c¢alled up
this month, but I understand she has been
advised that she cannot be accepted until
some time in February. I am glad that the
status of nurses who train in the country
hospitals will not be inferior to that of
nurses who train in the metropolitan area.
Perhaps arrangements could be made for a
girl to receive part of her training in the
city. Mr. Bolton asked the Minister who
conducted the examinations. That is an-
other important aspeet. Does the board
examine?

The Honorary Minister: Medical men con-
duet the examination.

Hon. A. THOMSON: At Katanning we
have two excellent medieal officers, quite com-
petent fo train probationers and give the
necessary leetures ou nursing, They, of
course, would not conduet the examinations.
For that purpose the prohationers would
have to come to Perth. I support the
second reading.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropoliian)
[7.46]: I have pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the BRill. As suggested by
the Honorary Minister, I have had some ex-
perience of hospitals, and I have known of
girls who could not get to the Perth Hos-
pital to complete their training. Thus the
nursing professions lost many girls who
would have made exeellent nurses. Is it
intended that the examinations should be
conducted in any centre except the cities?
The Bill represents a move in the right diree-
tion. For sume econsiderable time there has
heen g shortage of trained nurses both here
and in the Easfern States, which I visited
recently. I have on more than one oceasion
suggested to nurses in the East that they
should come here, where they would find
ample scope.

The Honorary Minister: Many nurses are
going East from Western Australia,
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Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, and many
come from the East to the West, I have
pleasure in supporiing the second reading.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [7.48]:
1 am not at all satisfied about the Bill. and
do not know that it will have the effect
stated by the Honorary Minister, although
it may attain the objective of the depart-
ment. The department is short of norses.
Under the existing Aet a nurse must zerve
at least three vears in her profession, and
then pass an examination, to qualify. Be-
fore she passes the examination, she must
get training at one of the three recognised
training schools. The training given to o
girl at the Kalgoorlie Hospital, for in-
stanee, is such that she obtains ap all-
round training in every branch of the pro-
fession. .

The Honorary Minister: So she would
under the Bill.

Hon. H. SEDDON: YWhen she gets
through the examination at Kalgoorlie, she
has had practieal experience hoth in the
operating theatre and in special clinics as-
soclatel with outdoor treatment. Thess
thingz she gets as well as training in the
medical and psychical wards. The Bill takes
away the three-years period and substitutes
for it the words “eertified as having com-
pleicd the preseribed course” Thatl, in riy
npinion, is an important alteration,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Nurses are like ap-
prentices. Many of them learn more in
one year than others do in three,

Hon, T SEDDON: But the girl who
passes the examination prescribed for nurszes
tuday will require all the three years’ train-
ing, espeeially having regard to the lee
tures. I cannot agree to anything that would
lower the standard of nurses in Western
Australia. The height of that standard is
evidenced by the faet that almost as soon
az ovr zirls have completed their traininz
they go to the Eastern States, where they
find pleniv of seope for their abilities. T
fear that if we take a girl into a country
hespilal, while she will get a certain amownt
of expevicnee there, she eannot obtain ‘hat
wide training that would be given in one of
the training schools.

Hon, A. Thomson: In country hospitals
such as those at Albany, Katanning and
Geraldton a good training would be ob-
tained,
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Hon. H. SEDDON: But nothing like the
training obtainable in suech a hospital as
that at Kalgoorlie.

Hon. A, Thomson: What is to be dons
if inose hospitals will not take the girls?

Hon, M. SEDDON: I want to know
whether the department intends to allow
probationers to take their preliminary
training in country hospitals, getting their
final training in the schools. The BilF
merely speaks of “the course as prescribed,”
which may mean anything.

The Honorary Minister: They will under-
go the same examination.

Hovr. H. SEDDON: If that is so, and
they get the same practical training, I have
no objection to the Bill.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[7.55]: I presume that the Government's
idea is that the better equipped country
hospitals shall he given an opportunity to
train girls on cxactly the same schedule as
obtains in the eity. I presmme, for instance,
that the theory examination would be uni-
form throughout the State. The Collie
hospital is one of the bhest equipped in
Western Australia. The people there spent
very large sums of money in providing the
institution with every possible medical
facility. Moreover, the tnstitution has had
highly competent nurses and highly qualified
doctors. It is just as possible to train a
girl thoroughly in a hospital like that as
in one of the training schools in Perth, At
the same time, I do not wish to minimise the
advantage of coming inte a recognised train-
ing school, or going to some place where a
girl's training may be finished. I welcome
the Bill, and I believe that if it opcrates
for a long time, the shortage of nurses will
be obviated. I would like the Honorary
Minister to assure me that the conditions
and the remuneration will be the same in
the country as in the town,

The Honorary Minister: Those matters

nre governced by awards.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is a’ complete
answer. I feel sure that if the system is
given a fair chance, before many years girls
trained in our country hospitals will be as
efficient as the nurses trained in the cities.
In the near future there may be a big
demand for nurses, and therefore the Bili
is being introduced none foo soon.
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HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[7.57]: 1 support the Bill. I do not think
we have any reason to be concerned about
our standard of nursing being lowered. If
has often oecurred to me to ask why such
a scheme as this was not evolved earlier. 1
have known of cxcellent young women who,
desirous of entering the nursing profession,
put down their names on the waiting list,
years in some cases going by, and thus these
young women were deprived of the oppor-
tunity of becoming nurses because there
were not vaeancies ab the few hospitals
where traming 15 given. The Kalgoorlie hos-
pital is a training cenfre of a very high
class. I would like to say, as I have said
here previously during this session, that the
standard of some country hospitals has im-
proved vastly, in fact beyond all concep-
tion, during the past three yeavrs. At Laver-
ton there is 4. modern, well-equipped hos-
pital with an operating theatre. The same
remarks apply to the Lconora Hospital.
1 am quite confident that at either of those
institutions a young gir! would get adequate
training. It might be desirable that she
should he finished in some bigger hospital;
but in those hospitals which give a very
gencral trpining—say the Perth Hospital or
the Children’s Hospital—nurses are as a rule
given largely one class of work for a long
period. In smaller hospitals girls get gen-
eral training, and T am sure that in the
course of four years they can be trained to
hold their own with nurses trained in more
favourable eentres. I agree with Mr. Mann
as to the possibility that nurses will be
greatly in demand during the next few
years. Every opportunity consistent with the
maintenance of the proper degree of frain-
ing should he given to young women who are
able to enter this profession. In at least two
of the hospitals I am quite confident they
will receive adequate opportunities for
training in my district.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [7.59]: I do
not wish to offer opposition to the Bill, but
I want to be sure that the inferests of the
public will be protecied. I have not had
an opportunity of referring o the parent
Act. Glancing at the Bill one does not
grasp its full meaning. X hope that the
Honorary Minister in closing the debate will
let us know how the seetion will read when
amended. I want to make sure that when
the girls have dane their training, they will

[COUNCIL.]

be asked to pass an examination under the
auspices of suitable persons, though not by
persons who have trained them.

The Honorary Minister: Oh no!

HON C, F. BAXTER (East) [8.0]: The
Bill should be aceeptable to everyome. It
does two things, Tirst it will help to bring
more nurses into the field, and we all know
that there is a shortage of nurses at the
present time, Further, it will give eountry
nurses a far better opportunity for training
than they have today. At the present time
they are under a great disadvantage, but the
board can shorten the period of training.
The proviso to Scetion 5 of the Aect sets out
that the hoard may necept a certificate of
two years’ training during a time when two
years was generally recognised as the period
of training for nurses. Some members
asked about examinations. The Aet con-
tains provision for a board of five members
and that board is to consist of the principal
medieal officer, a medical practitioner and
three nurses. We know that some nurses
have not been able to pass in the three-years
period and therefore when the Bill becomes
law it will be possible to cxiend the term
and the trainees will have the opportunity
of completing thely cowrse and beeoming
fully qualified. We shonld aceept the Bill
with open arms.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [B.2]:
There has heen much-ado-about-nothing, If
members will tarn to the Aet, they will find
that three years is the period of training
and that examinations prescribed by the
board must be passed. All that the Bill will
do will be to take ont the three years and
girls will have to complete their training as
prescribed by the hoard. YWhen we see how
the board is constituted, hon. members need
not be afraid of the standard of the nurses
being lowered. The chairman of the board
ig the principal medieal officer and there
are alse a medical practitioner and three
nurses. I happen to know one of the sisters
who conducts periodical examinations on be-
half of the board in Kalgoorlie, and 1 am
satisfied that she is the last woman in this
country who would agree to lowering the
standard.

HON E, H. H. HALL (Central) [5.4}:
Several members who have spoken have, as
hag been suggested, read something info the
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Bill that is not there, A lot bas been said
about the added facilities for training in
eountry hospitals. The Bill, however, does
not afford extra facilities for training in
country hospitals and T hope that the Min-
ister will remember that aspect when he
replies. I have a sister who 15 a nurse and
is a member of the A T.N.A. and with all
due respect to Mr. Bolton, I do not agree
that we should he prepared to give a cer-
tificate to any woman who could pass an
examination. I happen to be seeretary of
the hospital fund in Geraldton and I have
diseussed this guestion with the matron of
the hospital there. For the information of
those who come from Kalgoorlie, 1 might
here interpolate that we are losing that
matron because she is being transferred to
Kalgoorlie. T asked her how it was that
Geraldton girls had to go awzy from a big
hospital like that which we have in Gerald-
ton to starf their training elsewhere and she
properly replied that it was because lee-
tures could not be arranged by medical men
in the town. Anxious as [ am that Gerald-
ton girls should be able to train at the very
fine public hospital we have in Geraldton,
I realise that those trainees must be given
the advantage to train at an institution where
they can get the most yaried experience. As
Mr. Cornell =aid, having failed at their
examinations after completing a three-years’
course of study and instead of having to
wait for another threc ¥years, the board
could hold a further examination. I
should like to see the custom that has
been in vogue broken down and train-
ing conducted in the principal towns
of the State. Tt should be possible to make
arrangements as they are made today in
places like Kalgoorlie, for l¢efures to be
given te girls by medical men in those towns.
In Geraldton, for instance, there are three
practitioners and, be it said to their credit,
they give free leetures to ambulance men. Tt
ought to he possible for the Medical Depart-
ment to make some arrangement with the
doetnys fo deliver lectures to trainees. I
sapport the Bill.

HON €. H.L WITTENOOM (South-East)
[89]: I cannot see why practical training
cannot be given at hospitals in leading
eountry towns like Geraldton, Bunbury and
Albany, T realise that in the course of train-
ine the girls must attend lectures in theory
and must alse gain practical knowledge. T
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am not going to say it would noi be better
for those girls if they could get a certain
amount of training at the big hospitals in
cities like Perth and Kalgoorlie, but it
should be possible to arrange for a fraining
course at ports such as Albany and Gerald-
ton. There the trainees would be brought
inte contact with accidents and various
diseases and so it cannot be said that
experience could not be gained there. I can-
not gee any reason why girls should nof get
their training in eountry institutions. Some
might ohject that the theoretical training
would pot be there, but that could easily be
arranged. \We know that nurses from West-
ern Australia have made a name for them-
selves in the other States. There is no donbl
that hefore long there will be a big call for
murses and they will be required to take
their places with the troops.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are liable to be
called up for military service.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: T intend to
support the Bill and hope members gener-
ally will also support it.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Grax—East—in reply) [R.11]: When
the Nurses Registration Aet was originally
passed girls had to frain at the Perth, Fre-
mantle and Children’s Hospitals, while
eountry girls had to begin at Wooroloo and
then continue their training at one or two
of the Government Hospitals in other parts
of the State. At the present time the Fre-
mantle Hospital is the only hospital that
can give nurses training both in general
nursing and children’s nursing; then they
continue at the maternity hospital for their
maternity certifieate and go on to the in-
fectious hospital. Thus they get their triple
certifieate. This Bill will give greater ep-
portunifies to country girls who cannot now
acqnire a certificate by receiving their train-
ing at sclected ecountry hospitals under a
four-vears course, and pass the same exam-
inations as are passed hy nurses trained af
the hospitals that I have referred to. A girl
could begin training say at Norseman and
the time spent there would be wasted.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: But the time they
served at those hospitals would he ecredited
to them,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The girls
mizht not have been able to attend leetures
at those places, and so the peried of train-
inz wounld in such cases extend over four
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years. In the metropolitan area today if a
trainee fails after a three-years course she
is given the opportunity to submit herself
for another examination.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted,

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—RESERVES (No. 3).
First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E,
H. Gray—West) [815] in moving the sec-
ond reading said: This is the uswal Bill
brought down fowards the end of each Ses-
sion, and dealing with alterations and ad-
Jjustments to reserves and lands held under
public trusts. On this occasion 12 proposals
are involved. The first of these relates to
Pinjarra Lot 34, the grant of which was
issued many years ago to three trustees of
the Independent Order of Good Templars
for the furtherance of the canse of temper-
ance. The trustees are now all deceased and
the block. which is unimproved, is no longer
required for its original purpose. In order
that the lot may be granted to the Country
Women’s Association as a site for a rest
room, if is proposed to revest the land in the
Crown as a preliminary to its disposition
onder the provisions of the Land Act.

Swan locations 2113 and 2511, formerly
comprising portion of Reserve “A” 4228 ai
Claremont are dealf with in Clause 3. Loca-
tion 2113 is dedicated to the purpose of a
municipal yard and eleetric light and power
station, while the other land is held for
municipal purpeses. Sinee the cervection of a
new sub-station for clectrie eurrent in this
district and the changing over of the system
from direet to alternating enrrent, these
areas have no longer been required for the
purposes mentioned, and the municipality
now desires to have them restored to the
adjoining recreation reserve. This proposal
has been approved hy the Town Planning

[COUNCIL.]

Board. The Bill provides for the release of
both Jocations from their present dedications
in order that they may bhe reserved for re-
creation purposes,

Reserve 3411 (Norseman Lot 49) is the
subject of the third proposal. The land
comprised in this area was originally grante:
to trustees for the purpose of a mechanies’
institute stte, but was subsequently revested
in His Majesty to the intent that it might
be granted te the Norseman Mechanics' In-
stitute when that body was ineorporated as
an association. The present tvustees of the
Institute have requested the Dundas Road
Board to take over the land becavse the as-
sociation is unable properly to maintain the
building and library. At present the huild-
ing is in n state of considerable disre-

pair. The board has signified its willing-
ness to take over the trusteeship,
and carry out rengvations and repairs.

Provision is made in the Bill for the reserve
to be set apart for the purposes of a hall
site and librarvy and for focal Government
purpeses and vested in the hoard aceord-
ingly.

The fourth proposal concerns Bunbury
Lot 226, which is part of Reserve A21917.
This land, together with Lotz 336 to 339,
inclusive, was set aside as park lands in
October last, but it has now been found
that Lot 226 was included in the reserve
throngh an error. Police huildings are
situated on the land, and it is therefore
necessary to obfain authority to exeise the
lot from the Class “A’ reserve so that it
ean again he set apart as a reserve for
public buildings.

In Clause 6 the Anzac Memorial hall site
al. Corrigin is dealf with. The Crown grant
for this piece of land was issued to trustees
in 1922, and subsequently a soldiers’ meme-
rial hall was erected on the site. The road
board, however, has erected a much better
hall, and as a result the huilding vested in
the trustees is little used. There is, how-
ever, a deht of £200 on the latter, and twe
of the trustees are gnarantors fo the loeal
bank for this debt. They now desire power
to soll the property in order to liquidate
the debt, The local braneh of the Returneil
Soldiers’ League has supported the request,
which has been approved by the State Execun-
tive of that body. The Bill proposes tov
authorise the sale. After the proeceds have
heen applied in discharging the deht, the



[29 Novemser, 1939.]

surplus will be paid to the R.S.L. as a dona-
tion to the Aged Soldiers and Sailors’
Reliet Fund,

Both the sixth and seventh proposals
relate to endowment lands at Geraldton.
Reserve A11385, which is set apart for
educational endowment, is intersected by
several streets. The Geraldton Couneil has
pointed ont that if the corners of these
streets could be truneated in accordance
with modern town planning principles the
intersection would bhe immensely improved.
It also desires to secure the truncation of
portion of Geraldton Lot 938, which is held
in trust for municipal cndowment. The Bill
authorises the necessary excisions and ve-
vests the fands in the Crown to the intent
that they shall be dedicated to the public
as additions to the roads conecerned.

Under Clause 9 provision is made for the
excision of portion of Reserve Al7375 at
Crawley. This reserve abuis on the river
frontage of the University site and is set
apart as a Class “A”™ reserve for recreation.
At present the University authorities have
no road access along this frontage, although
a track has been used along the reserve
boundary. They now desire to have a
proper road construeted, and have ap-
proached the Main Roads Department and
the local authorities concerned in the matter.
These hodies, together with the State Gar-
dens Board and the Town Planning Board,
are in accord with the proposal, which will
involve the resumption of a sfrip of Uni-
versity land and the excision of a contiguous
strip of reserve. The Main Roads Depart-
ment has agreed to undertake the work of
construction.  Parliamentary sanction is
songht for the neecessary excision from the
reserve in order that it may be dedicated
ag part of the Riverside Drive in this
Ioeality.

The ninth proposal coneerns Reserve
Al11339 at Wagin, which is sot apart for
the purposes of water supply and park.
The Wagin Couneil desires to utilise part of
this area, together with part of the adjoin-
ing street, for tennis eourts, and it also
desires to extend Thornton-street through the
south-castern corner of the reserve to
Arthur-street. Tn the opinion of the dist-
riet surveyor, this scheme would econsider-
ably improve the locality. The Bill provides
the necessmry anthority for the excision of
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portions of the reserve for public highway
and recreation purposes.

Provision is made in the Bill for the
surrender to the Crown of Swan Location
2123 freed from its present trust. This
reserve is held in trust by the Subiaco Muni-
¢ipal Council for the purpose of municipal
endowment, but the council has agreed to
surrender the land to the Workers’ Homes
Board in order that it may be dedicated

under  the  leasehold provisions of the
Workers’ Homes Act. The board and the
coun¢il have come to an arrangement

whereby they will share equally in the cost
of roads and footpaths in this areca.

The penultimate proposal in the Bill
deals with Cottesloe Lot 163 held by the
trustees of the Independent Order of Odd-
fellows Orphans’ Home of W.A. Since the
Home was erected in 1904, £6,500 bas been
expended on the erection of buildings, and
n further £27,000 has heen devoted fo
maintenance and the npkeep and education
of children, Children to the number of 209
have heen admiited and eared for since
the ineeption of operations, but apart from
the original grant of land, no assistance
has been granted or sought from the Gov-
ernment. At present there are five children
in the care of the Home. In recent years
the directors have come to the conclusion
that the overhead expenses are dispropor-
tionate to the amount of rclief actually
received, and they belicve that the invest-
ment of a sum of money equal to the value
of the iand, buildings and equipment would
not only be sufficient to enable assistance
to be given on a wider scale to orphans,
but would also aifow of assistance being
given to aged members and widows. The
Registrar of Friendly Socicties has eonsid-
ered a proposal of the committee of man-
agemeni and rcported on the matter to the
Minister. He is of the opinion that the
preposal is in the best interests of all con-
cerned, as the present system of support-
ing orphans is uneconomical. At the same
time, he pays a tribute to the efficient and
satisfactory manner in which the Society
conduets its affairs. The commitice pro-
poses that an unconditional title be issued
freed from the trust I have mentioned, in
order that it may be in a position to dis-
pose of the property if a suitable offer is
obtained. It has agreed that the proceeds
of the sale shall be invested, that 75 per
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cenf. of the income shall be devoted to
assisting orphan children and widows of
members of the I.0.0.F, and that the re-
maining 25 per cent. shall be paid to the
Grand Lodge for the purpose of assisting
aged members of the Socicty, The Bill pro-
vides the necessary authority for the sale
and transfer of the land freed from the
trust, and stipulates the proceeds of such
sale shall be applied in the manner I have
mentioned.

The last proposal involves the exeision of
portion of the cndowment lands vested in
the Fremantle City Couneil. The Workers’
Homes Board desires to aequive about six
acres of these lands for the purposes of
the Workers' Homes Aet. The Council,
which las consulted the Town Planning
Board, has no objection to the proposal,
and desires also to surrender to the Crown
a strip of land about one chain wide abut-
ting on the Workers’ Homes site, to pro-
vide an cxtension to Paget-strect. Authority
for the nedessary surrender is provided in
Clause 13, Those are the provisions of the
Bill.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Have all the pro-
posals leen approved by the local authori-
ties concerncd?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time,

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee swithout
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon.W. H.
Kitson—West) [8.30] in moving the second
reading said: This is a small measure to
amend Scetion 98 of the Licensing Aet 1911-
1934, 1t is rendered necessary because the
Licensing Act, 1923, provided for the tak-
ing of & local option poll in 1925 and every
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fifth year thereafter. The referendum was
taken in 1925, and the result was a very big
majerity against any alteration. Since then
it has heen considered somewhat futile to go
to the trouble and expense—involving be-
tween £7,000 and £8,000—of another
referendum when there is hardly any possi-
hility of an alteration being made. The
Governmnent has brought down this Bill fo
provide that the taking of the poll be post-
poned from 1940, the year in which it should
be taken, until 1945. In the past we have
had many diseussions on thig question, but
[ do not propoese to say anything more now.
Members will realise, just as well as T do,
what the actual position is. If a poll were
taken next year it would only mean expend-
ing befween £7,000 and £8,000 with no tang-
ible results. T move—
That the Bill e now read a second time,

HON, J. CORNELL (South) [8.32]: I
have no objection to the Bill, but it does
seem faveieal that we should go on from
time to time postponing the taking of a
prohibition poll. I appears to me to he
absurd. Only one poll has been taken, and
this is the third cccasion on which we have
heen asked to extend the period. It would
be more open, honest and candid if we re-
pealed the scetion of the Aect providing for
the taking of a poll. The position now is
{hat prohibition is as dead as Julins Caesar.
Why go on postponing something that
ought nover to he sllowed to continue? What
good is served?  This is only a round-the-
corner way of doing things. I wish fo make
a fow observations concerning the broad
question, Wc are prepared, as the exigen-
cies occur, to postpone the taking of a pro-
hibition poll, but the Government is not pre-
pared to amend the prineipal Act, which in
the light of expericnce and application eries
out for amendment. [t is still content to get
round an Act of Parliament that is 20 years
old, and of which none of the sections has
been amended. The Act is due for amend-
ment in the light of present customs and
hahits of the people. Let me give one simple
illustration. The Government is not pre-
pared to tackle the question as it should
be tackled by amending the law. According
to the law no liguor may be sold on Sunday.
The trade is fully prepared to abide by that
law, hut in certain localities the Govern-
ment allows hotels to keep open when they
ought to be elosed. That sort of thing has
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heen too long tolerated. Tt is for Parliament
and not for the Government to say wheiher
the hotels shounld be etosed or opened on
Sunday. My personal view is that a limited
amount of Sunday trading should be per-
mitted. T think the Licensed Victuallers
would welcome a change of that sort. The
advent of the motor car has completely
chavged the sitnation from former years,
and enabled large numbers of persons to
come within the range of bring hona fide
travellers, T know the members of the
Licensing Court. Without endeavouring to
depreciate their qualities, T hold the view
that not once of them has had the training
necessary for the proper admiaistration of
this Aet, or te place them in a posi-

tion to recommend the manper in
which  our licensing laws should be
brought up-to-date. The attitude of

the trade appears to be “Let sleeping dogs
lie, and allow things to remain as they are.”
That is a verv shortsighted policy on the
part of the trade, and eventually will re-
bound upon it. T am safe in saying
that 80 or 90 per cent. of the hotels in the
State are snbservient to the brewing indus-
try of the State, in which there are two
breweries. It is a sad commentary on our
lignor laws that we shounld eome down fteo
the stage when the hotel trade should be in
the hands of the brewing business, though
I admit that to a large extent it endeavours
to grant definite and legitimate leases. There
is no gainsaving the fact that the greater
part of the hotel husiness in Western
Australia is in the hands of a few men. In-
stead of hotelkeepers being the keepers of
hotels such as they were in years gone by,
they are today merely managers. Their efforts
are judged by the law of figures, whether
they finish up on the debit or the eredit side.
The question whether the liquor trade shall
continue to enjoy the respeet to which it is
entitled depends largely upon hotels them-
selves. That can only come about through
the persoral equation. When a man is only
the manager he is subservient to some higher
power, and acts accordingly. Let me cite
one centre, namely, Norseman. For many
vears there was only one hotel in that town
and one could scarch the country hefore
one could find a better man for the posi-
tion of manager. In the matter of Sunday
trading he opened for two hours in the
morning and two hours in the afternoon.
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The PRESIDENT : I think the hon. mem-
ber is extending his speech beyond the limits
of the Bill?

Hon. J. CORNELL: In what way?

The PRESIDENT: The Bill simply pro-
poses to extend the period for the taking of
a Jocal option poll, and does not cover the
whole range of the Licensing Act.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Act should be
further amended, and I think I would be in
order in moving to that effect in Committee,

The PRESIDENT: By his speech the
hon. member is going beyond the scope of
the Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Then I am not
allowed to indiceaie what awmendments 1
would like to move in Committee?

The PRESIDENT: Such amendments
wonld not be in order. The hon. member
could suggest cerlain directions in which the
Bill might be amended, but he eannot go
into the whole of the details concerning
amendments to the Lieensing Aet. Surely he
15 aware of that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T bow to your rul-
ing, Mr. President, but there are other
means of achieving my object. When we
come to the Appropriation Bill T will eon-
tinue my remarks on this subject. T snp-
port the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, teported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.,

Message from the Assembly veceived and
read notifying that it had agreed to amend-
ments Nos. 2 to 12 inclusive, 14 to 21 inclu-
sive, and 23, made by the Couneil; had dis-
agreed to Nos, 1, 13 and 22, and bad agreed
to No. 24 subject to a further amendment.

BILL.—NOXIOUS WEEDS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

dssembly’s Message.
Message from the Assembly received and

read notifving that it had disagreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil.
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BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made hy (he Couneil.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR-
ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

shssembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying that
it had disagreed to the amendment made by
the Council now considered.

In Commiliee.

Hon. J. Coruell in the Chyir; the Chicf
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2:—Delete ;proposed new para-
graph {bl), and substitute the following:—
{(bl) in relation to insurance under Part
IVA of the Traific Act, 1919-1939.

The CHAIRMAN : The Ascembly’s veason
for disagreeing is—

The amendment secks to impose an un-
reasonable aud unbusinesslike restriction on
the trans:action of motor insurance business
by the State Govermment Insurance Office.

The HONORARY MINISTER : 1 move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Members arve well aware of the purport of
the amendment. The measure is comple-
mentary to the Traflic Act Amendment Bill
and restricts the Siate Insurance Office to
third-party risk husiness. The issue has heen
debated Lhoreughly on several oceasions and
the voting was very close. The Government
has taken a verv definite stand regarding
the Bill. If there is to be compulsory third-
party risk insnrance, the State office must be
allowed to deal in comprehensive insurance
business as well, and I ask members to re-
consider their former attitude. They should
remember thalt the Victerian Parhament by
a majority of 19 allowed the State office
there to compete with private companies in
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the insurance business and that is a reason-
able attitude to adopt. I hope members will
protect the interests of motorists by allow-
ing the State office to engage similarly in
competition with the private companies.
Hon. Il 8. W, PARKER: When the
amendment went to the vote previously the
divisior list showed four in favour and nine
against. L trust the Committee will insist

“on the amendment,

Question pnt and a division taken with the
tollowing result:—
Ayes . .. s o 12
Noes - . . .. 14

0 |

Majority against

AYES,

Hon. E. M. Heenan
Hon, W. H. Kltson
Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. T, Monre
Hon. A. Thomsen
Hon, G. W. Miles

Hon. L. Cralg
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon, G. Frager
Hen. E. H. Gray
Hon, E. H. H. Hall
Hop. W. R, Hall

(Telicr.)
NoEes,

Hon. E. H, Angelo Hon, J. M, Macfarlane
Hon, €. F. Baxter Hon. J, Nicholson

Homn. L. B. Bolton Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. J. A. Dimmits Hon, H. Seddon

Hon. J. T, Franklin Honp. C. H. Wiltenoom
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. G. B. Waod

Hoa, J. J. Holmes Hon. H. Tuckey

(Teller)

PAIR.
No.

AYE. I
Hon, C. B, Williama Hon. H. V. Piesse

Question thus negatived; the Council's

amendment insisted on,

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Assenmb’y,

BILL—TRATFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 1).

Aszzembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly disagreeing
{o amendments Nos. 1, 13 and 22, and agrec-

ing to No. 21 subject toe an amend-
ment, now considered.
In Commitice.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the

Honorary Minister in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2 (1) :—Delete the words
“3 day te be fixed by proclamation” and
substitute the words “the thirtieth day of
June, one thousand nine hundred and
forty.”
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The CHAIRMAX ; The Assewbly’s reason
for disagrecing is--

If the Bill definitely becomes law on the 30th
June, 1940, the preminms committee would Le
compelled to aceept any terms offered hy the
insurers.  Therefore, to protect the motor
owners, provision is made to proclaim the Bill
if reasonable rates ean be mutually arranged.

The HONORARY MINISTER: {
move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

I do not think members realise the danger
of the amendment, which would leave
motorizts at the merey of the insurance
companies. The premjums committee mnst
he given reasonable time hefore the measure
is proclaimed and a disservice will be done
to metorists if the amendment is insisted on.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 cannot agree
with the Honorary Minister. We do not
want a repetition of Sounth Australia’s ex-
perience of introdueing third-party risk in-
surance at a time that does not coineide
with the renewal of licenses. If the Govery:-
ment cannot proclaim the measure on the
30th June next, half a year or possibly =
full vear will have to elapse hefore third-
party insurance can be put inte operation.
I cannot see what other svstem the Govern-
ment can adopt.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : My. Baxter's
statement is an additional argument against
the amendment, for which he was respon-
sible. The Bill provides that the premiums
for this insurance shall be fixed by a com-
mittee. If we agree that the measure shall
come inte operation as from the 1st July
next, the premiums must be fixed before
that date. Presumably, quite a lot of in-
quiry and possibly argument will oceur be-
fore a premium rate is fixed, and the com-
panies might sit hack and refuse to agrec
to any rate. Then, with the measuore pro-
rlaimed on the 1=t July, the eompanies
would be able to apply what they considered
tn be 2 suitable premium. If a delay of =ix
months oceurred there would be no eontrnl
in that period. The measure will not he
proclaimed until a satisfactory premium has
been arrived at by the committee. By mak-
ing third-party insurance compulsory, we
shall be giving the companies a monoperly
unless we permit the State Insurance Office
to transset this class of business.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Or the premiums
committee there will be only twe representa-
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tives of the Insurance companies and the
committee will have the experience of South
Australia to gaide it. There will probably
e some loading of costs here as eompared
with Seuth Australia beeanse of ihe heavier
ohlications under this measure. How can
the licenses be iszuned at one peried and ¢om-
pulsery thivd-party insurance be enforced
at another period? The two must ceincide.
The self-same diffienlty arose in South Aus-
tralia and that is what I wish to guard
against.

1Ion. J. J. HOLMES: The Bill provided
that the neasure should be brought into
foree by proelamalion, and we amended it
hy inserting the 30th June. The Minister
says if we fix that date, there might be
some dispute with the insurance companies,
which conld charge what they liked. The
other side of the story is that if we do not
fix the date, the measure might not he
brought into operation.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I favour ve-
storing the wording of the clause to a date
to be fixed by proclamation. Mr. Baxter
appears to have overlooked the faet that
under this measure licenses will have a
cutrrency of six months or 12 montbs from
the date of issue, the idea heing to over-
come the congestion caused by issuing all
the licenses al the one time. The sooner
this measure is proclaimed, the better it
will be. Various things have to he done
before it can he proclaimed, and I do not
think we should insist upon its being pro-
claimed hy a certain date, theugh I hope
it will be possible to proclaim it before the
30th June next. It should be done only in
very special ecirecumstances. e shonld
leave this to be done in the ordinary way
by proclamation, instead of fixing a definite
date. Dxceptional bappenings might make
it wrong to bring the measure into foree
as suggested. Moreover, the course pro-
posed would increase the congestion in the
rush for licenses on the 30th June.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: The Government
shows anxiety to pass legislation protecting
the third party. T feel sure Ministers will
use every endeavour to get the measare pro-
claimed as soon as possible. However, as
the Honorary Minister said, matters may
erop up, investigations may not have been
thorough enough to permit of proclamation
on the proposed date. T am surc the insnr-
ance companies are not anxious unduly to
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hurry the deliberations of the premium
committee. They want neither to lose
money nor to make undue profits over this
business.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We should comny
sider the position of the public in this
matier. The public is placed in an awk-
ward position. Mr. Baxter informed the
House that great confusion arcse because
of the fact that the South Australian Gov-
ernment did not bring its Act into opera-
tion until some time after the fnancial
year had started. That resulted in a great
deal of irouble because the insurance com-
panies had to grant insurances during a
broken period of the year. It scems to me
extremely important that a date should be
fixed. Surely the period mentioned in the
Bill is a reasonable period. T hope the Com-
mittee will insist on the amendment, which
will save insurcrs a great deal of trouble.

Hon. G. FRASER: Putting a definite
date into the Bill might result in a dead-
lock. Insurance companies should not be
ealled upon to accept risks on the terms
stipulated by the premium committee. I
see great danger in that respect. The
whole matter could be completed in a few
months. Good guidanee will be obtainable
from what has oceurred in other States.

Hon. A. THOMSON: If the schedule of
fees to be charged by the insurance com-
panies were embodied in the Bill, T would
raise no objection to the measure being
proclaimed on the 1st October. If this were
a voluntary matter, I would say to the Gov-
ernment, “Youn have no right to stipulate
where I shall take out my poliey.”  The
danger of the position is that we have passed
a Bill and said to the insurance companies,
“This is going to be your possession en-
tirely.” On the onc band, the Government
asks for the right to proclaim the measure.
This being an Act of compulsion, we should
throw the responsibility on the Government.
I have received many communieations from
private persons and loeal authorities asking
me to pledge myself to oppose this measure,
if it means additional cost to the producer.
I shall have to tell my clectors that T am
sorry I eould not secure the insertion in the
Bill of the amount of the fee that must be
paid for each motor truck and utility truck.
T can truthfully say, hewever, that I did my
best to prevent motor car owners of Western
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Australia from being exploited either by
the Government or by private companies. I
consider the request of another place quite
reasonable.

The CHAIRMAN: May I suggest a com-
promise amendment? For iustance, the
Income Tax Assessment Act Amendment
Bill provides for the tax tfo be de-
ducted from salaries and wages, but
the Aect is not to come into opera-
tion until a date to.be proclaimed. Such
proclamation shall fix a date not later than
the 1st July, 1940. That means the Bill
would not come into operation until that
date, but it need not he put into effect on
that date, As the nmendment stands, this
Bill must come inte operation when pro-
claimed.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not insisted on.

No. 13. Clanse 9, proposed new Section
57 (3} :—Delete the words “a substantial
part of whose usual business is such ecar-
riage” in lines 26 and 27, on page 9.

The CHATRMAN ; The Assembl¥y’s reason
for disagreeing is—

These words proposed to he deleted have
been found necessary in aetun! practiec in ad-
ministering the South Australinn Aet, it being
considered unfair to compel an owner to take
out a heavy insurance policy for casual
business.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

The amendment wounld do great injustice to
many motorists and particularly to country
people who will he unabhle to unse their trucks
for picnies.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: How can we de-
fine “a substantial part” of a person’s busi-
ness ¢

The Honorary Minister: By using com-
mon sense,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The matter is not
vital.

Hon. I. Craig: It is stupid.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that word.

Hon. L. Craig: I withdraw it.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: I cannot under-
stand how one ean arrive at a definition of
“a suhstantial part” of the usual business
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earried on by a person. In my opinion, my
amendment is 2 sound one. However, the
matter rests with the Committee.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T hope the Com-
mittee will insist on this amendment, because
the more one considers the clause, the
more one realises how impossible it is to
understand and construe. The amendment
would make it cssential fo prove that a sub-
stantial part of the business of a person is
the carriage of passengers.

Hon. L. CRAIG: T desire to disabuse
‘Mr. Baxter's mind of the impression he got
when I interjected a moment ago. T have
never been aceused of being rude in this
House; and had my interjection been rude,
I wonld have regretted it very much. As a
matter of fact, I was agreeing that part
of the elause was difficudl to construe. A
court would probably have to decide what
was a substantial part of a person’s business.

Hon. A, Thomson: The major portion.

Hon, L. CRAIG: No, “substantial” does
not necessarily mean “major.” T think the
‘words should beg left in, because a private
vehicle would thus he distinet from a vehicle
-used for hire. Tt would leave the private car
with not quite the same lability attaching to
.a car used for carrying passengers.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes - .- . 15

Noes .- .. .. 11

Majority for . - 4
AVES.

Hon. E. H. Angela
Hon. L. Craig
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon, G. Frager
“Hon, E. H. Gray
Hon. W. R, Hall
“Hon. E. M. Heenan
“Hon, W. H. Kitson

Hon. W. J. Mann

Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. T, Moore

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker

Hon. A. Thomson

Hon. C. B, Williams

Hon. E. H. H. Hall
(Teller,)

“Hon. C. F. Baxter
"Hon, L. B. Bolton
‘Hon. V. Hamersley
“Hon, J. J. Holmes
“Hon. J, M. Macfarlane
Hon. J. Nicholson

Question thus passed;
amendment not insisted on.

Hon. H. Seddon

Hon. H. Tuckey

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom

Hen. G. B. Wood

Hon. J. A, Dimmiit
(Teller.)

the Couaneil’s

No. 22. Clanse 9, Proposed new Section
77 (2)—Delete the words “the Auditor
‘General as chairman” in line 34, page 28,
:and snbstitute the words “a judge of the
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Supreme Court or a stipendiary magistrate
who shall be chairman.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment he not insisted on.

The amendment is not nceessary. The Com-
mittee will be a committce of experts and
the Auditor General is the most competent
person to be chairman of the committee.

Hon. J. M. Macfariane: He is an officer
of Parliament.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
he has the ability, the knowledge and the
time to fit him for the position.

The CHAIRMAN: I omitted to give
the Assembly’s reason for disagreeing to the
amendment. It is as follows:—

The premiums committee is u cowmmitice of
experts. The Auditor General is a specinlist
in regard to financinl problems. He will be
accepted as an authority and thus the motor
ownerg will be confifent that the premiums
eventuaily recommended have been submitted
to the inost competent exumination by a highly
competent efficer,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Honorary
Minister did not give the Commitiee any just
reason why the amendment should not ke in-
sisted on. There is every reasen for its he-
ing pressed. The Honorary Minister said
the Auditor General has plenty of time to do
the work. He has the ability and the know-
ledge, but he has not the time. It is not
right to take an executive officer from an
important department and put him on a
commitiee of this deseription. Toe much of
that sort of thing has been done in the past,
not only by this Government, hut by other
Governments. There seems to be a fetish for
overloading competent officers. There is no
legal mind on this committee and there onght
to be. The most important officer we have
in the State is the Auditor General and in
the pear future his positton will become
more important than ever owing to the fin-
ancial position of the State and of the warld
generaily.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 16
Noes . - . R |
Majority for s .. 5
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AYES,
Hon. E, H. Angelo Hon. W. R, Hall
Hon, L. B. Bolton Hon. E, M, Heenan
Hon. L, Craig Hon., W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. A, Dimmitt Hon. W, J. Mann
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. E, H, H, Hall Hon. T. Moore
(Telier.)
NOES.
Hon, C, F, Baxter Hon, H. §, W. Parker
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. C. H. Wiltenoom
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. G. B, Wood
Hon, J. M. Macfarlane Hon, H. Seddon
Hon. J, Nicbolson {Teller.)
Question thus passed; the Council's

amendment not insisted on.

No. 24. New Clause—Insert a new claunse
after Clanse 3, to stand as Clanse 4, as fol-
lows:—

4. Section four of the principal Aet is
amended as follows:—

{(a) by inserting therein before the defini-
tion of “Ihstriet” a new definition
as follows:—

“Approved insurer” means any
person or association of persons
carrying on the business of insur-
ance who or which has been ap-
proved by the Minister as an ap-
proved insurer for the purposes of
Part IVA. of this Act, and all per-
sons and associations of persons
and companies approved under sec-
tion ten of the Workers’ Compen-
sation Aect, 1912-1938;

(b) by deleting therefrom the definition of
“OQwner” and inserting in lienw
thercof a definition as follows:—

“Qwner” when used in relation to
a vehicle which is the subject of a
hire-purehaze agreement means the
person in possession of that vehicle
under that agreement, and, when
used in relation fo a vehicle which
is the subject of a hiring agreement
(other than a hire-purchase agree-
ment) under which the vehicle is
hired for a period of not less than
gix months, means the persen in
possession of that vehicle under
that hiring agreement. Bave as
aforesaid the term “owner” means
any person who owns a vehicle.

The CHAIRMAN: This new clause was
inserted in the Bill. The Assembly suggests
an alternative amendment to the definition
of “approved insurer” as follows:—

4, delete all words

In paragraph (a) line &,
after the word “insaver,”’ and insert in lieu

[COUNCIL.]

thereof the words ‘‘under this Part, and in-
cludes the State Govermuent Insurance Office
us cstablished under the State Government In-
surance Uffice Aet, 1938."°
Before we proceed, there is a matter that de-
serves the attention of the Committee. The
Bill as it originally came before the Council,
had definitions of “approved insurer” and of
“owner,” in the new Part IVA., dealing with
third-party risks. The Honorary Minister
persuaded the Committee to delete the defini-
tions of “approved insurer” and “owner™
and subsequently to insert them in the
definition section of tlhe principal Act.
The Committee will observe that the
amendment includes the words “for the
purposes of Part IVA. of this Aect”
Another place has asked this Chamber to
delete the words “for the purposes of Part
IVA. of this Aet” and has inserted the words
“under this Part.” The opinion of another
place is that the definition of “approved in-
surer” will remain in propesed new Part
IVA,, which is not eorreet.

The Honorary Minister: Can
revert to the original amendment?

The CHAIRMAN: Members will find
from the Bill that what another place is
asking for is the definition of “approved
insurer” that was in the orviginal Bill, but is
not there now.

Hon, J. Nicholson: As passed by uns the
clause read “for the purposes of Part IVA.”

The CHATRMAN: Yes. The two things
do not now square. If the definitions of
“approved nsurcr” and “cwner’” were re-
inserted where they originally stood, every-
thing would be all right, and if this Com-
mittee insists upon its amendmeng every-
thing will alse be all right, Perhaps the
Honorary Minister will explain the position.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The only
point at which we are at variance with
another place is whether we should include
the State Government Insurance Office in the
paragraph or not. Tf a mistake has heen
made, I suggest we re-insert the amendment
I had on the notice paper, for that was
agreed to by the Committee of this House.

The CHAIRMAN:: It appears that an-
other place has overlooked the fact that this
was taken out of the definition in proposed
Part IVA. and put into the geperal defini-
tions. This Committee must either disagree
with the Assembly's amendment or agree to
it.

we not
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON : There is only one
attitude tor this Commitiee to adopt to
rectify an apparent misunderstanding on
the part of members of another place.
Should we adopt the suggestion of the
Honorary Minister we would get further into
the maze. The only way to extricate our-
selves and another place from the mistake
the latter has apparently made is for us to
insist on owr amendmeni. The matter can
then be adjusted at a conference.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I disagree
with Mr. Nicholson. It appears froni what
the Chairman has said there may have becn
a misunderstanding of the extent to which
this Bill has been amended by this Chamber.
In view of the request of another place, we
can take it for granted that it desires to insist
on the inclusion of the State Government
Tusurance Office. If we do not insist on
our amendrment we shall have agreed with
another place to the inclusion amongst the
approved insurers of the State office. Should
that happen to be in the wrong plzce in the
Bill, that can be put right at a conference.

The CHAIRMAN: It can bhe done by Lhis
Committee.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That sim-
plifies the issue. The point is whether the
State Government Insurance Office shall be
an approved insurer or not.

Hon. H, 8. W. PARKER: The amend-
ment of another place says that the State
Insurance Office and approved insurance
companics may carry on under the Aet. The
danger is that the Minister may only ap-
prove of the State Insurance Office and of
no other organisation. An amendment was
passed to provide that all insurance com-
panies approved under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act shounld automatieally be ap.
proved under this legislation. The amend-
ment of another place does not go as far as
the Committee of this House desived.

The CHATRMAN: Do the words “all per-
sons and associations of persons and com-
ranies approved under this section of the
Workers’ Compensation Aet 1938" ineclude
the State Qovernment Insurance Office?
Another place does not think so and has
asked for the insertion of those particnlar
words. If the clause does include the State
Insurance Office, there is no reason why the
amendment should not be agreed to. The
discrepaney to which I referved can easily
be adjusted here.
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Hon, J. XICHOLSOXN: The matter can
be decided only by a conference hetween the
two Houses. It is difficult to follow mess-
ages that come to us from time to time, and
the arguments that ensue scem to intensify
the difficulty. We should insist on our
amendment and seek to have the matter
adjusted at a eonference.

The Chief Secretary: You may mnot get
that opportunity.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: In our efforts to
understand what another place means by
this message, we are only getting further
befogged. The only sensible thing to de
is to insist on the amendment.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES : There is a marked
difference between what this Chamber put
inte the Bill and the amendment made by
the Assembly. The effect of our amend.
ment was that all approved insurers under
the _Workers' Compensation Aet would auto.-
matically become approved insurers under
this measure. The amendment of anpther
place still leaves it to the Minister to say
whe?her he will approve of insurance eon-
panies for the purposes of this Aect. If we
refuse to allow the State Government Insur.
ance Office to become an approved insurer,
the Minister may decline to approve of pri-
vate companies, The position should be
clarified,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The only
way in which the position ean be clarified
is for the Committee to decide whether it
is prepared to allow the State office to be an
“approved office” under this measure. Mom.
bers are talking all round the subjeet, and
not making any progress.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: My point is that
if we agree to the amendment, the State
Government Insurance Office may he the
only “approved office.” The Government will
have the power to approve of companies.
and the result may be that we shall create a
monopely for the State office.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Why should this
issue he decided definitely tonight when
there is a certain amount of fogginess in
my mind on the snbject? Side-issues have
been raised that are of importance, Can-
not the further consideration of the matter
be postponed? We have ample time.

The CHAIRMAN: Tt appears to me that
an alternative amendment can be moved. If
members think that the Minister might not
approve of outside companies under this



2388

legistation and that the State office might be
the only approved office for the purposes of
the Act, they could move an alternative
amendment the effeet of which would be to
restore the words originally suggested for
inelusion, and add a provision that it wonld
also apply to thc State office. That would
safegnard all the parties concerned. If the
Comunittee wishes to leave in donbt the point
as to whether the State office is included, it
cau disagree to the Assembly’s amendment.

Hon. G. FRASER: T am prepared to
move an amendment accordingly.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Sonth Australian Act does not provide for
the approving of all insurance companies,
but only of those companies that sigm an
undertaking that they will do business on
the basis of the rates supplied by the pre-
miums committee. The Chief Sceretary was
right when he pointed oui that fhe issue
to he determined was whether or not the
State office 35 to be included. I assure Mr.
Holmes that the Government does not desire
to show him a point. Tt would not frame
an amendment, the effect of which wonld
he to mislead members.

Hon, J. 1. Holmes: 1 did not suggest
that,
The HONORARY MINISTER: That

wns the infercnee to be drawn from the
hon. member’s remarks. 1 propose that we
tike a vote.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I snggest as
an  alternative amendment to  that of
the Assembly one that will set ont that
“fpApproved insurer’ means any duly in-

corporated company camTying on i1_1-
surance business in Western Australia
under the provisions of the Common-

wealth Insurance Act of 1932, and includes
the State Government Insurance Office as
established under the State Government In-
swrance Office Act, 1938.”

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
the amendment made by the Legislative As-
sembly to the Council’s amendment No, 24
he ngreed to. I de not know that Mr.
Nicholson’s suggested amendment on the As-
sembly’s amendment could be regarded as
such, as it amounts practically to a new
definition,

Hon., J. NICHOLSON: Buwt the As-
sembly bas apparently made a mistake re-
garding where we desire to place the defini-
tion of “approved insurer.”

[COUNCIL.]

The CHAIRMAN : That is not materia),

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It is material in
that we should comply with the Standing
Orders and point out to the Assembly that
it has misunderstood our intention. I think
an amendment along the lines I suggest
wonld straighter out the diffieulty, The only
proper alternative at this stage is for us
to insist npon our amendment, and allow
the Assembly to request a conference at
which we could explain the whole matter.

The CHAIRMAN: I shall aecept Mr.
Fraser’s suggested amendment, hut I can-
not accept Mr. Nicholson’s. The Assembly's
amendment  to  the Council's amendment
reads—

In paragraph (a), line 3:—Delete all words
after the word “‘insurer’’ and insest in lien
thereof the words ““under this Part, and in-
includes the State Government Tnsurance Office
as established under the State Government In-
surinee Office Act, 1938, 7!

Hon. ¢+. FRASER: I move—

That the Assembly’s amendment on  the
Council’s amendment be agreed to subject to
the following amendment:— .

Delete the words ‘‘ling 5:—Delete all
words after the word ‘insurer’ and insert
in licu thereof the words ‘under thig Part,” **
and insert the words “* Add at the cnd of the
definition of ‘ Approved insurer’ the words®’
in lieu,

I want the Committee to come to a decision
on the main issue.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: I have en-
doavonred to find o way out of the diffi-
culty, and I urge members not to agree to
Mr. Fraser’s amendment, We should insist
upon the Couneil’s original amendment so
that the matter can he carefully considered
when our minds are clear. To act as sug-
gested muost lead to eonfusion and increase
misunderstanding.

Hon. G. FRASER : There is no confusion
in my mind. My amendment will determine
whether insurance eompanies including the
State Government Insurance Office shall be
approved under this measure. That is clear
enongh.

Amendment (Mr. Fraser’s) on the As-
sembly’s amendment put and a division
called for.

The Committee divided and the Chairman
stated the guestion.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Did I understand
you to say, Mr. Chairman, that the amend-
ment moved by Mr. Fraser included ap-
proved insurance companies under the
Workers’ Compensation Act?



[29 Noveuper, 1939.]

The CHAIRMAN: Yes. If Mr. Fraser's
amendment is agreed to the definition will
then read—-

““ Approved iasurer’’ means any persom or
associntion of persons earrying on the business
of insurance who or which has been approved
Ly the Minister as an approved insurer for the
purposes of Part IVA of this Act, and ali
persons and associations of persons and com-
pauies approved under Section 10 of the
Workers’ Compensation Act 1912-1938, and in-
cludes the State Government Insurance Office
as established under the State Government
Insurance Office Act, 1938.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
Fraser’s amendment confines the State office
to third-party insurance. The Assembly’s
amendment would provide for general in-
surance by the State office, inclnding third-
party insurance.

Hon. J. Nicholson: No, that is not so.

The CHAIRMAN: T shall put the ques-
tion, and before tellers are appointed, I give
my vote with the Ayes if only for the pur-
pose of arriving at some finality.

Division resulted as follows:—

Ayes .. - .. 16

Noes .. . R b

Majority for .. ..o 4
AYES,

Hon. E, M. Heenan
Hon. W, H. Kitson
Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. G, W. Miles
Hon. T. Moore
Hon. A. Thomson

Hon. J. Cornell
Hon, 1. Craig
Han. T, A. Dimmitt
Hon. J. M. Drew
Houwn. G. Frager
fion. E, H. Gray

Hon. E, H. H. Hall Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. W, R Hali Hon, 1. 5. W. Parker
. {Teller.)
NOES.
Hen C. F. Baxter Hon. .J. Nicholson

Hon, H. Seddon

Hon. H. Tuckey

Hon, C. H. Wittenoom

Hon, Q. B. Wood

Hon. E. H, Angelo
(Tetier.)y

Hon. L. B. Bolton
Hon. J. T. Franklin
Hou. V, Hamersley
Hon. 1. ). Holmes
Hon, J, M. Macfarlane

Amendment on  Assembly’s amendmeni
thus passed; the Assembly’s alternative
amendment, as amended, agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adonted,
and a message aecordingly returned to the
Asszemnhly.

BILL—-NOXIOUS WEEDS ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Assembly’s Message.
Messapr: from the Assembly notifyiny that
it disagreed to an amendment made by the
Couneil, now considered.
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In Committee.

Hon. .I. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor.
ary Mirister in charge of the Bill,

New clause:—Insert a new clause after
Clause 0 to stand as Clause 10, as follows:—
“10. SHeetion 29 of the prineipal Aet is
amend :d by deleting the words “within one
mile o! cultivated land.” ¥

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is—

It is considered jmpracticable to eradicate
all weeds declared as noxious from every part
of the State irrespective of the distance from
cultivated land.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the¢ amendment be not insisted on.

After consideration I see that the amend-
ment is impractieable.

Hon, H. TUCKEY: The object of the
amendment was to endeavour to bring the
Government into line with loeal authorities.
It does not follow that local authorities
wonld insist on the Government eradicafing
noiious weeds all over the State. Their
desire would be only that the Government
should eradieate them in such places where
they would be a menace to farmers and
others. The Government, while insisting
upon leeal aunthoritics doing their part in
tke matter, does not propose to do its part.
Bowever, it is useless to insist on the
amendwent.

Hon. G, B, WOOD: I hope the Commit-
fee will ingist on the amendment. It is
ridiculous to suggest that the proposal is
to eradicate all nozious weeds in the State.

Question put and a division taken with
the fullowing result:—

Ayes .. . ..o 14
Noes . .. ..o 12

wa |

Majority for
AVES.
Hon. E. H, Angelo Hon. E. M. Heenan
Hon, L. B. Bolten Hon. W. H. Kltzson
Hoop, J. A. Dimmitt Hen, W. J. Mann
Han, J. M. Drew Hon. G. W_ Miles
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon, H. 5. W, Parker
Hon G. Fraser Hon. C. B. Wllliams
Hoo. E. H. Orey Hon. W. R. Ha
{Teller.)
NOoES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. H. Seddon
Hoz. L. Cralg Hen. A. Thomson
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon. J. M. Mactarlane Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon, J. Nicholzson Hon. J. J. Holmes
{ Teller.)
Question thns passed; the Couneil’s

amendment not insisted on.
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Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T move—

That Order of the Day No. 10 (Factories
and Shops Act Amendment Bill, No. 2) be
considered next.

Question put, and declared passed on the
voices.

Hon. H. Seddon: Mr.
against that motion,

The PRESTDENT : Docs the hon. member
call for a division?

Hon. H., Seddon: I thought a division
might be taken. A fair thing iz a fair
thing.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves . ..
Noes

President, I voted

lw !l &8

Majority against

AYES,
Hon. E, M. Heenan
Tlon. W. H. Kilson
Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. T. Moore

(Tctlar.)

Hon. E. H, Angelo
Hon. J, M. Drew
llon. J. T. Frankiin
Hon. G. Frager
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W, R, Hall

NoES.
Hon, W. J. Mann
Heon. J. Nicholson
Hon. H. Scddon
Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. H. Tuckey
(Teltar.)

Hau. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B, Bolton
Hen. L, Cralg

Hon. J. A. Ditomitt
Hon, E. H, H. Hall
lloe, V, Hamerslay
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Han_ J, M. Mactfarlane

Question thus negatived.

The PRESIDENT: 1 shall eall the items
in the order in which they appear on my
notice paper. The next is Order of the Day
Xo. 5, Financial Emergeney Tax Assess-
ment Aet Amendment Bill, second reading.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: T move—
That the House de now adjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.57 pm.
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Questions : Kailways—1, Axles for “8" cla.ss en-
gioes ; 2, Free travel for ALF. .. 23!
Supemnnuutlun, Rnilway men’s claims
Motlon: Standing Orders suspension ... .

Bills : Nurses Registration Act Amendment
Hegerves (No. 3), 3r.

Licenslng Act Amendmeut 2R., ete.

Superannuation and Fumlly Beneﬂts Act’ Amend-

ment, Com. ... 2392
Loan, £2,137,000, returned e 2895
Land Act Amendment\, returned 2305
Ruad Closure, 2R., 2395
State Government lusuru.nce Office Act Amend-

ment, Counell's amendiment .. 2395
Trafc Act 4 mendment, Council’s amendments .. 2395
Tolice Benefit Fund Abolition, returned .. 2401
War Funds Regulation, Counell’s memge 2401
Noad Closure, returned .. ... 2401
Noxioua Weeds Act Amendmcnt Councli's

amendment ... . o . 2401
Workers, Compensntion "Act’ Amendment,

Couheil's amendment .. 2402
Lwod Act Amendment, Council's amendments ... 2403
Nurses Registration Act Amend ment, returned ... 2431
Heservea {No. 3), returned v 2481
Jicensing Aet Amendment, returned ... 2481
State Government Insurance Ofilce Act, amend-

ments, Council’s messnge 2431
Firenrms and Guns Act Amendment 2R, etc,.

passed 2432
Frendly Socleties Act Amendment, 2B., etc,

passed ... . 2438
Police Benefit Fund Abolitlon, Council’s amend-

ment ... . 2434

Motlon: Public Buildings, Standing Orders sus-
ension, to joquire by joint committee 2431
Hesolution ; State Forests, to revoke dedxcntmn.
Council'a message 2305
Annul Estimates: Votes and jtems diseussed 2404

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
1m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS.
Axles for “8" Class engings.

Mr. 8TYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways:—Pursuant to the answers given
by him to questions asked by me on 22ud
inst.,, re axles for the proposed “S” eclass
locomatives.—1, If the axles are not being
received in a more completed form, what is
responsible for the enormous increase in
price as compared with that paid recently
for “P” class axles? 2, Were the axles
for the “P” class engines when received
from the Eastern States turned to length,
centred and the work of relieving centres
between journals done as is mnow the
case with the “S" class axles? 3, Is it
correct that piston rods, which have pre-
viously been made in Midland Junction, are
now heing imported from Broken Hill or
somewhere else in the Bastern States?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Axles for “P” class engines were
ordeved as heat-treated forgings and priced



